Savvy traveling begins at the library

By NANCY OLSEN

When making your travel
plans, begin with a trip to the
Bainbridge Public Library.
You'll find all the resources you
need to make your journey a
memorable one.

You'll probably want to
start by browsing the various
travel guidebooks.

(Hint: Be sure to consult the
on-line catalog as well as the
shelves, as the most popular
and recent editions are often
checked out. It's a good idea to
place a hold on these so you
can be notified when they are
returned.)

Compare the pros and cons
of each, so that you'll know
which ones best meet your
needs when you go to make a
purchase. Travel videos are
now shelved together with
guidebooks, so consider
borrowing one of these, too,
and enjoying a visual overview
of your chosen destination and
its attractions.

If traveling outside the

English-speaking world, you
might want to learn a little of
the language that will surround
you. Knowing even a few
phrases can make a big
difference, and being able to
read signs always comes in
handy. Look to the library for
phrase books, dictionaries, and
language courses on tape.

With practical matters and
general orientation taken care
of, it’s time to delve into the
books that will add a special
dimension to your travel
experience by providing in-
depth cultural background. Do
you love art, or history, or
folklore? Seek out books on
these subjects.

Our passion is fiction. We
like the insights into other ways
of thinking and being that come
from a well-written novel, and
take pleasure in having the lives
of imaginary characters teach us
about a country’s history and
politics.

As an example, our recent
visit to Sweden was enriched by
reading Vilhelm Moberg’s

i

Fall story hours
get under way

The fall series of storytimes for children will run from

September 21 to October 28,

Storytimes for children from 18 months to 3 years will be on
Mondays at 10:30 and 11, young people’s librarian Peggy

Hughes said this week.

Registration is required; parents may sign up their children at
the young people’s checkout desk downstairs or call 842-4162,

Dates for the toddler series are September 21, 28 and October
5. 19, and 26. The library will be closed on Monday, October 12.

Preschool storytimes, for children 3 to 5 years of age, will be
on Wednesdays at 10:30. Dates for these are September 23,30
and October 7, 14, 21, and 28. It is not necessary to register for

the preschool storytimes.

The next series of children’s story hours will begin in

early January.,

classic, The Emigrants, the
story of Karl-Oskar and
Kristina Nilsson, who escape
the relentless poverty of the
1850s by emigrating to the
United States.

Hanna’s Daughters, by
Marianne Fredriksson, a
three generations of Swedish
women, showed us the dramatic
social change that has occurred
in Sweden over the past 125
years.

We learned about a range of
contemporary political issues
from Kerstin Ekman’s gripping
literary thriller, Blackwater.
The Locked Room. one of
several excellent mystery
novels by Maj Sjowall and Per
Wahléo, gave us a good feel for
daily life in Stockholm, while
also incorporating the authors’
considerable commentary on all
that’s wrong with Swedish
social policy.

Our geography lesson came
from Selma Lagerlof’s
charming children’s book, The
Wonderful Adventures of

a saga ol

Nils. In it naughty Nils is
turned into an elf and travels
throughout Sweden with a flock
of wild geese, yielding lyrical
descriptions of the Swedish
countryside.

Film is another pathway
mto the soul of a nation.

Although August Strindberg
is an important literary figure in
Sweden, truth 1s we didn’t want
to take the time to read his
novels and plays. Viewing the
video version of Miss Julie, a
riveting story of class and
gender politics in a setting of
midsummer madness, was the
perfect solution.

We also borrowed Scenes
from a Marriage, Ingmar
Bergman’s take on modern
relationships, The Man on the
Roof, based on a Sjowall/Wahloo
mystery and directed by Bo
Widerberg, and several other
films.

Each evening's entertainment
took us further along in our
understanding of how Swedes
think and feel and view the world.

How to find books and
videos that will immerse you in
the culture of your own travel
destination? The on-line
catalog and various other on-
line resources are good places
to begin. The library’s direct
link to the World Wide Web
provides many research
options. Additionally, your
chosen guidebook may include
a list of recommended books
and films.

There are reference works,
oo, such as The Traveler’s
Reading Guide, by Maggy
Simony, and for mystery
fiction, Crimes of the Scene,
by Nina King. Videohound’s
Golden Movie Retriever has
extensive lists of films from
other countries, as well as those
set in various U.S. cities.

For assistance in accessing
all these travel resources,
consult the helpful staff of the
Bainbridge Public Library.
(Nancy Olsen is a library volunieer,
Her travel parmer is Steve Olsen, a
member of the Library Board of
Directors.)

Tips for storytime newcomers

The fall schedule of library
story hours for toddlers is just
getting under way. And young
people’s librarian Peggy
Hughes has a few words of
advice for parents.

“If this is your child’s first
group experience,” she says, “it
may be helpful for you to come
to the library 10 or 15 minutes
before the program starts to let
your child get accustomed to
the story area.” (The library
opens at 10 a.m. Monday
through Saturday.)

Toddler storytime programs
include a few simple books,
flannelboard stories, finger-
plays. puppets, songs, and
activities for children ages 18
months to 3 years.

Storytimes are designed as

a one-on-one sharing experi-
ence for child and caregiver and
last 20 to 30 minutes.

“Please sit with your child
on carpel picccq which are
provided,” Hughes says.

“Participate in the fingerplays,
songs, and activities and
encourage your child to become
involved.”

Children of this age are not
expected to sit quietly
throughout the entire program,
she adds.

“However, if your child
becomes upset or is crying
during the program and is
distracting other participants,
kindly take him or her to
another area of the library until
the child is calmer and willing
to return to the storytime

room,” Hughes said.

When children are unable to
attend all programs in a series,
parents or caregivers are asked
to nolify the young people’s
librarians. Space in the series is
limited and a call would allow
the staff to contact someone on
the waiting list.

To register a child for the
toddler series (Mondays
September 21-October 26) or
the pre-school series
(Wednesdays September 23
through October 28) phone
842-4162, Extension 9806, on
Mondays, Tuesdays, or
Wednesdays. Or call 842-4162,
Extension 9807 on Fridays. For
additional information, visit the
young people’s area downstairs
during library hours,
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Two fall art displays

Two special art exhibits will brighten
the walls of the Bainbridge Public
Library this fall.

Through the end of September,
current works by local artists will be
displayed. The group show, organized
for the library’s recent fund-raising gala,
features artists whose work was installed
in the remodeled and enlarged building
when it opened last year. That collection
will remain through the end of the month
to give library users who missed the gala
a chance to view the new pieces, said
Joanna Newnham, who organized the
display.

Included in the September show are
works by Solia Van Slyke, Michele Van
Slyke. Darrah Cole, Steve Maslach,
Constance Miller, Peggy Vanbianchi,
Gayle Bard, Amy Chamberlin, Ben
Philips. Bob Lucas, Molly Greist, and
Barbara Helen Berger.

A one-woman show by Solia Van
Slyke will open in early October and
remain through the end of the year,

The versatile Van Slyke promises a
mixed show “with a definite fall fecling
and maybe even a surprise. It will be
very organic in feeling, very curvy. .. |
like to work with movement.” she says.

It will be all new work. she adds, and
will probably include some metal
furniture, some runners or rugs, and
perhaps “a wall piece. maybe even a
painting.”

Solia may be best known to local
library users as the designer of the

set for library

Artist Solia Van Slyke’s work will be on display at the library
beginning in October. This table is included in the group artists’
September show now open.

News briefs

THE BAINBRIDGE LIBRARY
meeting room is available for rent by
both non-profit and local business
organizations. The room is equipped
with seven tables, 100 chairs, projector.,
pull-down screen. public address system,
and more. Maximum seating is about
110, and rental fees are modest. For
information call the library at 842-4162.

SCIENCE FICTION writers are
invited to join a local writing group
now organizing. For information call
Ann Lovejoy at the Garden School,
780-6783, or e-mail her at
lovejoy6o @aol.com.

A VOLUNTEER library garden
team meets Fridays from 9 to 11 a.m.
and Sundays from 10 to 12. Bring hand
tools and gloves. All are welcome, and
apprecilated.

THE DEAD TREE which
threatened to fall on library users as they
parked has been topped. dropped. and
hauled away by Dave McArdle and Lee

From page one

Rosenbaum at no cost to the library,
reports Rick Blumenthal, library board
vice president.

DID YOU KNOW that the
Bainbridge library subscribes to 10
magazines for children? Each can be
checked out for up to three weeks,
except for the latest issue. Latest addition
to the juvenile magazine list is Your Big
Backyard. published by the National
Wildlife Federation. It arrives monthly
and is suitable for youngsters age 3 to 5,
says young people’s librarian Peggy
Hughes.

THE INQUIRING MIND series of
lectures is back this fall on Bainbridge
Island, sponsored by the Washington
Commission for the Humanities and
several local groups. One lecture 1s
scheduled for the library (see calendar,
page one). Another, planned by the park
district, will be held at Island Center
Hall. (Check with the Island Parks and
Recreation office for details.)

VIP group

enlarge written pages of text,

a large-screen/well-labeled computer
terminal for consulting the library’s on-
line catalog (text only version), and other
handy pieces of equipment. A library
volunteer, Dianne Knodel, is available to
explain their use, as well as other aspects
of learning to use the library generally;
call 842-4162 for an individual
appointment. The Bainbridge VIP Room
will soon be the base for a pilot program
exploring options for a much enhanced
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computer lacility for the visually
impatred.

Library programs and facilities for
the visually impaired provide a
powerful challenge to the goal of
providing unrestricted access to
information to all members of the
community. Trying to meet that
challenge may also provide clues to
more effective access to information
for other members of our community.

jigsaw-puzzle children’s tables in the
young people’s library area downstairs.
And she loved that assignment,

“As a child raised on Bainbridge
Island, I have spent many hours in the
Bainbridge Public Library from the time
I could hold a book,” she said. “I wanted
my puzzle tables to be colorful, fun, and
bring a sense of intrigue to the viewer's
eye. . . | wanted to allow the children the
freedom to find their own secret spot to
read by themselves or with their
parents.”

She does not. however. limit herself
to furniture design

She has worked as a jeweler’s
apprentice (with Pat Lown); has silk
screened porcelain enamel on steel: has
worked on a metal/wood relief sculpture
at Swedish Hospital in Seattle and on
relief murals for Kaiser Permanente in
Beaverton. Other work has involved
enameling for a wind sculpture at the
Oregon Coast Aquarium in Newport and
a bathroom wall relief mural in
Mulheim, Germany.

The library's space limitations will
determine what pieces. and how many,
she’ll be able to show this fall.

The fall art shows follow a popular
summer exhibit by Bainbridge Island
artist Barbara Berger. New shows ire
scheduled to open approximately every
three months. The library art committee,
chaired by Judy Karr and Betsy
Lawrence, is arranging the shows. which
are open to the public during regular
library hours.

Docent training to begin soon

The Bainbridge Public Library’s unique and growing art collection has attracted
more than a little attention from visitors as well as Islanders.

To help answer the many questions about works of art within the library building
and on the grounds, volunteers will launch a library art docents program this fall.

Art enthusiasts interested in the new program, especially those with docent
experience in other areas. are invited to leave their names and phone numbers at the
library's main desk, or phone 842-4216 for more information.

First step in the program will be a training session, including a visit to local artists’
workshops, sometime in mid-October (tentatively October 13).

Heading the docents program will be Michele Van Slyke and Ann Sievertson of the
library arts committee,

Gala guests meet garden artists

Guests at the second annual Bainbridge Public Library Gala September 12 learned
about the creation of the building’s Haiku Garden from its designers and viewed new
works by local artists.

About 150 guests attended the fund-raising event, which was sponsored by
Fairbank Construction Company, and many library supporters who could not attend
sent contributions.

“Their generosity really helped make the event a success.” said Jo Schaffer,
committee chair,

The artists who explained their roles in the creation of the garden included Masaku
Guidry, haiku poems; Keith Mesirous, gate and fencing; John van den Meerendonk,
stone cutter: Dave Berfield, ceramic tile; Molly Greist. stone carver: Vicki McCabe
and Doug Tanaka, landscaping: and Junkoh Harui, garden designer.

Among the many who contributed to the gala were West Coast Paper. invitations:
Les Deux Amies. catering: Bainbridge Island Winery. Madrona String Quartet.
Harborcrest Bonsai, Northwest Elegance, and a local ikebana group.

Local film premiere will foster
multi-cultural understanding

The Bainbridge Public Library will be among the beneficiaries of the Northwest
premiiere of the film based on Snow Falling on Cedars, David Guterson’s best-selling
novel.

The Bainbridge Island Japanese-American Community, which is working with
local civie groups, the author, and film executives to bring the premiere to the Island,
plans to use profits from the premiere to promote multi-cultural understanding.

The Bainbridge Island premiere and another in Seattle (to benefit the University of
Washington’s creative writing program) are tentatively scheduled for early 1999, just
before the nationwide release of the film.

Guterson is enthusiastic about the local premiere’s purpose.

“I"'m 100 percent behind it,” he said. “Anything that will promote multi-cultural
understanding is very appropriate.”



