Just in time for a late summer

Hardy fern garden is open for visitors

Summer seems to have arrived
later than ever this year.

But as the temperature finally
climbed to 80 degrees last week,
library visitors found a pleasant,
shady surprise. During the long,
cold, wet spring a young garden
of hardy ferns, pleasant pathways,
and rippling waters appeared on
the east side of the library
building.

The garden was funded and
designed by members of the
Hardy Fern Foundation, who also
saw o its installation.

The unique garden will serve
as both u fern display and study
garden. Plants are identified with
permanent tags. The foundation
has pledged a $5,000 educational
grant on behalf of a benefactor
and member, Thomas Gillies,
who was a longtime librarian.

The garden will eventually
have 500 feet of walking paths
connecting the two parking areas

on either side of the library. I
will contain a comprehensive
collection of the world's hardy
ferns (those that are hardy in
temperate climates). The first
planting phase, which appears
nearly complete, is expected (o
include more than 2,000 ferns
representing 80 to 199 species
and varieties.

A memorial to Barbara
Bayley, who died last December,
has been installed in the garden
near the children’s library
entrance. (See photo on Page 3.)
Bainbridge sculptor Molly Greist
created the piece. Another
sculpture and other additions to
the fern garden are expected in
the near future.

Purpose of the garden is “to
provide a relatively quiet,
peaceful, and beautiful area for
reading, study. and
contemplation,” said John Van
den Meerendonk of the Hardy

Fern Foundation.

Library visitors have observed
it also creates a welcome buffer
between the library building and
the busy Safeway store to the east.

John Van den Meerendonk of
the Hardy Fern Foundation
describes the new library garden

enthusiasts who meet every Friday morning to
tidy the building’s grounds. They call
themselves, appropriately, the Friday Tidies.
Among those who were at work when a Library
News photographer stopped by one spring
morning were Cathy Alger, Tena Doan, Barbara

sarfield, Kathy Huxley, and Anne Seeley.
Anyone with garden tools, a love of plants, and a
willingness to work is welcome.

Friday Tidy group cares
for the library grounds

The Bainbridge Public Library's large corps
of volunteer workers includes a group of garden

Alger, Huxley, Seeley, and Doan at work in the perennial garden

Your news is welcome

Do you have a news item you’d like to see in the

Library News?

Call editor Verda Averill at 842-2865 or the
library, 842-4162. Or better yet, type out the basic

information (no fancy writing required) and leave it at

the library circulation desk. Be sure to leave your name

for you.

and phone number in case the News staff has questions

Shady paths and recently planted ferns are
highlighted by a late summer sun

adults,
and
Samilies.
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Meet Judy Nakata

Her flowers brighten the Ilbrary

By VERDA AVERILL

(One in a series on exceptional
volunteers at the library)

Visitors to the Bainbridge Public
Library in late summer have been
dazzled by displays of dahlias and other
colorful flowers.

Most of them have appeared courtesy
of Judy Nakata, who loves to grow and
arrange flowers and thinks first of the
library when her garden bursts into
bloom.

“I think flowers make the library
more welcoming, more homelike,” she
said when 1 visited with her in her garden
some weeks ago.

Judy has lived on Bainbridge since
1965, when she came to teach Spanish
and French to high school students. With
her husband, Wayne, she has been an
enthusiastic library booster ever since.
Together they greeted guests at the grand
opening of the expanded library in 1996,
and while Wayne served (for four years)
on the library board during the building
expansion phase, Judy volunteered 1o
keep the library supplied with a
changing palette of floral displays.

The Nakatas have steadily enlarged

News briefs

NATIONAL CHILDREN'S BOOK
Week will be observed November 15-21.
Storyteller Alyson Neils will present a
special program for children age 6 and
older on Wednesday, November 17, from
7 to 7:30 p.m. in the children’s program
room, fower level.

THE PARENTING collection in the
Chidren's library keeps growing. It's
located in the shelves beneath the
windows of the children’s program
room, handy for adults bringing young
children to Storytimes.

THE INQUIRING MIND series
sponsored by the Washington
Commission for the Humanities
continues November 16 at 7:30 with “A
Really Big Shoe: Preseerving Characters
from History”, by Diana Marre,
professor of humanities and creative
writing at Tacoma Community College,

BAINBRIDGE NET, the Island’s
only local Internet company, now offers
free email accounts to Bainbridge
residents. As with similar services like
Hotmail, a user can log in to
www.bainbridgemail.com and set up a
personal email account online and begin
using it immediately. For more
information, phone 780-9991, (See ad
elsewhere in this paper.)

THE BOOKHIVE: Your Guide to
Children’s Literature & Books (http:
/Iwww.bookhive.org/) which contains
reviews of children’s books accessible by
categories. Bainbridge librarians say it's
a convenient resource for browsing.

their own flower garden to provide the
bouquets they love for the library and
their church. When they bought their
home years ago, it was surrounded by
large lawns. Today, the lawn area is
smaller and the flower garden larger.

But gardening and flower arranging
are not Judy Nakata’s only interests.

For many years, she and Wayne have
provided a foster home for dogs from the
Kitsap County Humane Society, taking
them in and caring for them and training
them to be more socially acceptable,
more lovable pets.

Judy is enthusiastic about this work,
but finds it difficult to describe to a
curious listener.

“*Mainly what we're doing is
evaluating how much they know,” she
said. “We do train them in the home for
good manners, to sit, to stay, and so on.”

She takes the dogs to Battle Point
Park to see how they get along with
children and other dogs.

“You can tell right away if they've
been abused, for example by men in
uniform or small children, by the way
they react to people in the park,” she said.

She estimates that the typical foster
dog — and she’s welcomed over 100 of

them into the
Nakata home —
gets the
equivalent of six
weeks of training
in one week.

The training
works. Usually
the Humane
Society gets about | ¥
a 50 percent
retum rate on
dogs adopted out.
OF more than 100
dogs trained in
the Nakata foster
home. only one has been returned.

And the care doesn’t end when the
dog is trained and adopted. Judy keeps a
large file on each animal and does a lot
of follow-up work with its owner.

“It’s a lot of work but it’s very
rewarding,” she said. “The dogs are
happy, the owners are happy.”

“Dogs are like children,” Wayne
added. “They need attention, and we
give it to them.”

Judy’s interest in the library doesn’t
end with flower arranging. It extends to
all areas of her life, and she says she has

Judy Nakata

Judy and Wayne Nakata with a
recently arrived dog

checked out many books on dog training
and flower arranging.

*“Tell your readers they’ll find all
kinds of helpful books on the shelves
there,” she said as I left.

The Island on trial

Sunday, November 14, is the date.
The place: The Playhouse onr Bainbridge,
The special 3 p.m. event: a provocative
and entertaining mock trial of Bainbridge
Island in 2010.

Imagine the year is 2010. Bainbridge
Island is on trial to answer charges of
how well — or poorly — it has
responded to the challenges of ever-
expanding population growth, increasing
development, and the many social and
technological changes at the beginning of
the 21st century.

Has the Island been able to maintain
its unique character and identity? Or has
this once tightly-knit community
fragmented into many separate
households lacking a common vision?

This is the premise of a mock trial
co-sponsored by the Bainbridge Island
Arts and Humanities Council and the
Bainbridge Public Library.

Stewart Elway, the Northwest's
foremost public opinion analyst, will be
the jury foreman and will use interactive
polling technologies to engage citizen
jurors,

Hubert Locke, dean emeritus of the
University of Washington's School of
Public Affairs, will serve as judge.

Islander David Harrison, director of

the UW’s Northwest Forum, will act as
prosecutor. 1

A citizen jury approach will
personally involve at least 200 citizens
representing a cross-section of Island
population, willing to share their dreams
and ideas.

The trial will provide Islanders an
opportunity to investigate how
technology, education, business,
government, and the arts can work
together. They will examine ways in
which Island residents can protect the
Bainbridge quality of life and maintaiin
commitments to the arts and humanities,
even as major social changes occur.

Some participants will serve as
“expert witnesses”, identifying problems
and voicing concerns, All will use instant
electronic voting tools (wireless hand-
held devices connected to a computer
and projected upon a screen) to register
their opinions.

The entire event will be videotaped to
provide a permanent record of the
community’s thoughts, dreams, and
concerns on the brink of the new
millennium.

Islanders who want to participate in
the free event should call the library at
842-4162 or BIAHC at 842-7901.

Literally
great
selections

of fabrics,
ribbons, buttons,
and sewing services

ESTHER'S,™

285 Winslow Way E. B42-2261 www.quesnmary@aol.com

We've had designs

on Bainbridge
for
25 years
Since July 4
1974

harris-zommers

INTERIORS

842-2525

126 madrone lane

Dean Hubert Locke
He’ll be the judge

Charlie Michael’s Salon

« Paul Mitchell Signature Salon

* Locally Owned

* Revolving Art Exhiblts

« Prolessional, Personal, Creative

901 Hidebrand Lane, Sulte 102
Bainbridge 1sland, WA 98110
206.842.1160

Page 11



A library mystery

What’s happened to missing art?

Does anyone know what's happened
to the art listed below?

Five items from the Bainbridge
Public Library art collection
mysteriously disappeared during the
library’s expansion, temporary relocation
in the old Commodore Bainbridge
School, and return to the new, enlarged
library building.

Is somebody keeping them in
storage? Were they inadvertently taken
and forgotten? Are they decorating
somebody's home?

The mystery baffles library staff
members and volunteers, and Barbara
Winther, who is writing a book on the
library’s history. would welcome any
clues. Call her at 842-5862 if you have
any information about the missing art,

If you run across any of the items,
Winther asks that you return them to the
library circulation desk. They’ll be
welcomed warmly.

The pieces now missing from the

Librarian Paulette Rhodes with missing Port Blakely photo

library’s collection are:
—Two framed glass-enclosed
photographs of the old Port Blakely Mill.

These were donated by the Port Blakely
Mill Co. and were hung in the Eddy
Room (north end of the library

downstairs) before the recent expansion.
They haven’t been seen since the move
out of the building to allow for
construction.

—An eight-inch high sculpture of
Frank Moran, a generous patron of the
library, by Malcolm Moran, donated by
the artist. This was originally made in
clay. About 20 years ago, according to
library board minutes, because the
sculpture was looking a bit worn, it was
bronzed by a couple named Johnson,
who did such work here on the Island. It
disappeared sometime n the 1980s.

—Some Hogarth prints, framed.
There appears to be no record describing
them.

—A framed engraving by Danny
Tierce from the children’s book “The
Bear That Woke Too Soon”, donated by
Caroline Kirkman,

—A walrus tusk donated by the late
James F. Hodges, a longtime library
benefactor.

Carl Allen will open Inquiring Mind series Oct. 12

Woody Guthrie and the Columbia
River Songs, a presentation by Carl
Allen, will come to the Bainbridge
Public Library October 12 at 7:30 p.m.

The program, presented by the Friends
of the Library and sponsored by the
Washington Commission for the
Humanities, is free and open to the public.

Carl Allen is a member of the folk
group The Wanderers who specializes in
the songs of Woody Guthrie.

In his first-person characterization,
Allen portrays Guthrie and sings a
number of the Columbia River songs
written by Guthrie during his 30-day
contract with the Bonneville Power
Authority. Through narration and song,
Allen conveys the power of music to
profoundly affect the way in which
people think about their environment and
the political issues of the day.

This program is part of the Inquiring
Mind series, a program of the
Washington Commission for the
Humanities, a not-for-profit organization
dedicated to promoting public programs

in the humanities throughout Washington
state.

Woody Guthrie was born in
Oklahoma in 1912 and died in New York
in 1967. He is generally recognized as
the most important figure in American
folksinging. Guthrie wrote more than
2,000 songs and ballads, including “This
Land Is Your Land”. His songs expressed
the feelings which were widespread
during his lifetime and chronicled the
dreams, hopes, and suffering of those
who were displaced by the Great
Depression of the 1930s.

Guthrie influenced hundreds of later
stngers, including Bob Dylan, Hoyt
Axton, Ramblin® Jack Elliot, Peter, Paul
and Mary, and Bruce Springsteen.

Allen’s hour-long program uses
Woody's songs and words to tell a tale
about the sociology and politics of that
time, from the perspective of Woody as a
62-year-old man (an age which Guthrie
did not reach).

Carl Allen and two fellow
Washington State University students

formed The Wanderers, a Kingston Trio
look-alike and sound-alike group, in
Pullman in 1959. With Bill Murlin and

Al Hanson, Allen sang at dances, parties,

granges, and anywhere that a crowd
could be gathered.

The Inquiring Minds program is the
result of that research.

Allen has provided music for two
KCTS public television programs, one
on The River and the other on Rainier,
The Mountain.

The trio sang Woody
Guthrie songs, among
others, not because they
knew anything about
Woody, but because the
songs were good.

The trio broke up after
graduation, but Allen and
Murlin still sing under The
Wanderers name. In 1984
Murlin, a Bonneville
Power employee, was
assigned the task of
finding the 26 songs
Woody wrote in 1941 for
use in the 50th anniversary
celebration of Bonneville

ol

Dam. This led both Murlin  Carl Allen will play Woody Guthrie for first

and Allen to do detailed
research into Woody's life.

Inquiring Minds program of the year October 12
at 7:30 at the Bainbridge library.

Don’t miss the Island Gala of the millennium

Invitations are available at the library — Reservations requested by September 20

Y Flivvers, Flappers and Jazz

for the benefit of
The Bainbridge Public Library

Featuring vintage automobiles
Clothing from the collection of Neil Vincent
Entertainment by Erin Stark, Anne Pell, Deborah Cheadle
The BHS Jazz Band and The Swing Hep Cats
Vintage recordings from the collection of Don Harrington
Donations $55 per person, Flapper Level
$110 per person, Lucky Lindy Level

Saturday, September 25
6:30 p.m. The Bainbridge Library
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