A gift from BIJAC

New books celebrate cultural

By Mary Curtis
Children’s news editor

The Bainbridge Public Library’s
collection of young people’s books grew
substantially this year, thanks to the
Bainbridge Island Japanese-American
Community (BIJAC)

The new books celebrate cultural
diversity, and funds for them came from
the premiere last winter of Snow Falling
on Cedars, the film based on David
Guterson’s best-selling book of the same
title.

Hundreds ol Bainbridge Islanders
bought tickets to the film showing and
dinner sponsored by BIJAC, Guterson,
director Scott Hicks, and Universal
Studios. And the library was one of four
beneficiaries of the event. There was
only one stipulation: money given was to
be vsed o loster multi-cultural
understanding.

Dr. Frank Kitamoto, BUAC
president, said “We wanted to make a
substantive and lasting contribution to
the Island.”

(Other organizations receiving
BUAC grants are the Bainbridge Island
Historical Society, Bainbridge
Performing Arts, and the Multicultural
Advisory Board of the Bainbndge
School District.)

Al the library. branch manager Cindy

Funds for 45 books came from movie
premiere of Snow Falling on Cedars

Harrison and her staff divided the grant
evenly between the adult and children’s
sections, For the young people’s library
they selected 45 new books celebrating
many different cultures in the United
States and around the world, These
books have been purchased und added to
the librury™s permanent collection,

Each volume is marked with a
bookplate indicating that it was
purchased as a special donation o the
library,

“Young people’s librarian Peggy
Hughes and her staff had a wonderful
time selecting these books,” said
Harrison. “They made some outstanding
choices.”

Some of the young people’s books in
the new collection include:

My Name Is Jorge, Poems in English

and Spanish, by Jane Medina, a series of

poems (printed side by side in English
and Spanish) told from the point of view
of a Mexican child coming “across the
river” to the United States.

Young Heroes in World History, by
Robin Kadison Berson, & book of stories
chronicling the courage and imagination

of young people who “seized control of
their lives, shaped themselves with
commitment and integrity, and found a
vital fulfillment of self through
recognition, respect, and service o
others.” The anthology contains stories
of 17 men and women, age 12 1o 23,
from 10 nations,

My Herds My People, African
Americans and Native Americans in the
West, by Morgan Monceaux, striking
portraits of men and women with
accompanying biographical sketches and
historical noties,

Fancy Fretwork, the Great Jazz
Guitarists, by Leslie Course, stories of
musiciuns who have mastered the
intricacy of the jazz guitar. The book
traces the evolution of the jazz guitar
from its beginnings at the wrn of the
century to today, and includes blues
guitarists and singers, rhythm players in
the "20s and "30s, the swing era, and
amplified acoustic jazz guitarists,

Stone Bench in an Empty Park, by
Paul B. Janeczko. who has selected
Haiku poetry and black and white
photographs to illustrate how poetry and

diversity

nature abound in cities as well as in the
country.

Girls: A History of Growing Up
Female in America, by Penny Colman, a
history from the point of view of the girls
themselves. Its power lies in the
collective voice given to true stories of
girls from different races, ethnicities,
religions, and classes.

Kids Around the World Celebrare:
The Best Feasts and Festivals from Many
Lands, by Lynda Jones, illustrates the
fact that although different cultures have
their own unique feasts and festivals, we
all share the same reasons to celebrate
life.

Dogs of Myth: Tales from Around the
Warld, by Gerald and Loretta Hausman,
illustrates the mythic proportions of
man’s best friend through tales from
differing cultures.

Hands on Asia: Art Activities for All
Ages, by Yvonne Y. Merril, uses rich
Asian cultures reflected in art forms like
traditional dance, ancient musical
instruments, fine arts, and theater
performances for art projects children
can do themselves. She focuses on four
religions: Buddhism. Confucianism.
Hinduism, and Shintoism.

(Editor’s note: Adult books purchased
with BIIAC grant money will be featured
in a future edition of the Library News.)

More new titles in the children’s collection

Picture book fiction

Comes a Wind, by Linda Arms White.

While visiting their mother's ranch, two
brothers who constantly try to best each
other swap tall tales about big winds and
are surprised by the fercest wind they
have ever seen.

Harry Hikes to Fitchburg, by D. B,
Johnson. While his friend works hard to
earn the train fare to Fitchburg, young
Henry Thoreau walks the thirty miles
through woods and fields, enjoying
nature.

Island Magie, by Martha Bennen
Stiles. When Grandad comes to live with
David and his family on their island, he
and David enjoy sharing the wonders of
the natural world.

Juvenile fiction

Amber Brown is Feeling Blue, by
Paula Danziger. Nine-year-old Amber
Brown faces further complications
because of her parent’s divorce when her
father plans to move back from Paris and
she must decide which parent she will be
with on Thanksgiving.

Regular Guy, by Sarah Weeks.
Because he is so different from his
eccentric parents, twelve-year-old Guy is
convinced he has been switched at birth
with a classmate whose parents seem
more normal.

The Secret Journey, by Peg Kehret. In

1834 when a storm at sea destroys the
slave ship on which she 1s a stowaway,
twelve-year-old Emma musters all her
resourcefulness to survive in the African
jungle.

Thimbleberry Stories, by Cynthia
Rylant. Nigel Chipmunk shares a
pleasant life with his friends Dipper the
hummingbird, Little Owl, Copper the
butterfly, Claudius the garter snake and

Mudpuppy the salamander.

Waiting for Odvsseus, by Clemence
McLaren. Odysseus’s epic journey is
told through the eyes of his faithful wife
Penelope. the sorceress Circe. the
goddess Athena, and his old nanny
Eurycleaia,

White Fox Chronicles, by Gary
Paulsen. Having been imprisoned when
the Confederated Republic. a foreign

Storybook character

Pippi Longstocking, depicted by Sidney Mattocks, was photographed
by a young people’s librarian October 31 in the library.

power, conquered Los Angeles in 2056,
fourteen-year-old Cody escapes and
endures hardship to become the
underground hero The White Fox.,

Wrango, by Brian Burks. When
young George Mclunken leaves his
home in Texas and joins a cattle drive
along the Chisholm Trail, he experiences
the hardships of being a Black cowboy
alter the Civil War,

Young people’s
storytime programs

TERRIFIC TWOS

Stories, songs. fingerplays, and fun
for 2-year-olds and their grown-ups.
Each session is 2030 minutes long.

Please pre-register. Sign up at the
young people’s checkout desk or by
calling 842-4162, extension 9816.

Mondays 10:30-11 a.m. and 11 to
11:30 a.m.

January 22, 29, February 5, 12, and
26. (Library closed February 19.)

PRESCHOOL STORYTIMES

Stories, music, fingerplays for
children ages 3 10 5 years,

Wednesdays 10:30 10 11 a.m.

January 24, 31, February 7, 14, 21,
and 28.

For up-to-the minute programming,
check with the children’s librarian.
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Library volunteer

Gibney helps seniors master computers

by Susan Bottles

Barbara Gibney's library memories
stretch back decades to hours of
childhood spent at the Queen Anne
Public Library in Seattle.

But her current weekly volunteer
effort at the Bainbridge Library couldn’t
be more 21st century: helping seniors
master (_‘()I'I'I[)IHI._'I'.\.

Gibney spent 30 years leaching
youngsters aged preschool 1o eighth
grade, including a stint as fifth grade
teacher at Eagledale’s old MacDonald
School in 1959, In 1964, she also became
one of the first teachers at Bainbridge
Island Cooperative Nursery School, then
housed at the Wing Point Clubhouse.

But she became a student herself
several years ago when she took a senior
computing course from Dianne Knodel.
Knodel was the super volunteer who set
up the computer instruction program that
now serves patrons of all ages, before
leaving recently to follow her husband to
Texas.

“Dianne taught me how to use the
Internet, and she also became a friend,”
Gibney recalled. Soon she was recruited
to the ranks of volunteer instructors.

“We help people with all levels of
experience,” she said. “It’s wonderful for
people who don’t have a computer at
home, or wha don't want one. It’s a
chance to practice. Some people don't
realize they can get a free e-mail account

Young library users

Bl

Barbara Gibney

here. 1 love to send Blue Mountain
greeting cards to my granddaughter Katie
over the Internel.”

She said all a senior citizen need do
is ring the bell on the staff door
between 9 and 10 a.m. Tuesday
mornings (before the library opens at
10), and help will be available. One-
on-one appointments may be made
through the reference desk.

“I's so much fun, and so easy,” she
said.

Volunteer hibrary instrdetion comes
naturally te Gibney. “I' ve always loved

libraries,” she recalled. 1 still remember
the wonderful Queen Anne librarian Miss
Graves. When | turned 14, she
ntroduced me to the adult section and
suggested | read Green Mansions, my
first adult novel. We lived crammed
together with my grandparents, and
books enlarged my world.”

Gibney returned to Seattle when her
chiidren were small and fater followed
her malitary husband Jack overseas.
When he was a brigade commander in
Germaay, she volunteered in the library
there. 4%

But on retirement 10 years ago. the
couple was drawn back to the Puget
Sound area to be close to her aging
parents

1 knew from moving about in the
military that to fit into & new community,
you have to make some effort, do some
volunteer work, take a class,” she said.

She followed her own advice,
becoming an active member of the
knitting subset of Bainbridge Islanders,
She now often regularly reserves
unabridged books on tape from the library
to accompany the click of her needles

“The library has a really good
selection, and I find I check out tapes of
books 1 might never pick up to read. I'll
sometimes buy them at Costco and then
donate them to the library, too, so |
don’t feel guilty,” she said.

Gibney also volunteers regularly at the
Bargain Boutique as part of her
commitment to the Children's Orthopedic
Hospital Guild.

“Both my sons spent time at
Children’s as youngsters, one for
appendicitis and one following an
accident,” she recalled “The money we
raise goes to pay for the care of children
who can’t afford it.,”

That computer class she took from
Knodel in turn led to volunteering, but the
circle is not complete. It keeps enlarging
as more and more seniors are welcomed
into the larger on-line community.

i b

Preschoolers from Bainbridge Island Child Care Center visited the young people’s library November 21. At left are Drew, Laura, Julianna,

and Nathan. At right, twin brothers Nicholas and Josh show off their brand new library cards. (Photos by library staff,)
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Your locally owned, full-service
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v' Hunting & Fishing Licenses
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Library staff

Library lures liveaboard Christensen

by Susan Bottles

Her 40-foot sloop riding at anchor in
some Caribbean port, Gail Christensen
would find time to run a flag sporting the
official white and green library icon up
to the boat’s spreaders. Fellow cruisers
would know it was book trading time.

Christensen and her husband David
have not exactly swallowed the anchor
since completing their seven-year sailing
adventure in 1997, They still live aboard
their boat Adagio at Eagle Harbor
Marina.

But now her love of books, young

people and libraries finds an outlet in her

Their decision to
settle here was
based in part on the
great library.

twin professions as part-time personal
service assistant at the Bainbridge Public
Library, and part-time substitute teacher
in the Island’s public schools.

Christensen raised three sons and a
daughter in addition to teaching while
she followed her military husband from
their original Oregon home to various
posts, They eventually settled in
Anchorage. Alaska. But he had a dream:
to cross an ocean aboard his own

sailboat.
They bought Adagio — which aptly
means “slow dance for two” new in

1986. Four years later, with the support

of their children, they left Prince William
Sound, spending that winter on
Bainbridge Island. While here,
Christensen took time to earn a library
endorsement to her teaching certificate.

While most West Coast cruisers turn
right and circle over to the Pacific South
Seas, once underway, the Christensens
transited the Panama Canal, visited
South America, and then cruised up to
cast side of Central America to Florida.
At the Fort Lauderdale library, she
purchased the library flag.

Next it was over to Bermuda and
from there across the Atlantic to the
Azores. They made their European
landfall in Portugal.

“In 1993 we rented a car and drove to
Norway," Christensen said. She had
always been more interested in seeing
Europe than in visiting tropical isles.

They sailed back across the Atlantic
by way of the “gorgeous island™ Madeira
and the Canary Islands, arriving in
Barbados on Dec. 24, 1993.

After visiting Martinique and
Grenada, the couple decided to work for
three years as a charter crew for
Moorings in the British Virgin Islands.
But in 1997, they retraced their course
and came back to Bainbridge Island. this
time to stay

Part of their decision to settle here
was based, she said, on the fact that the
“library is so great. Wherever we have
been, access to a good library has been
very important to me,”

Books were also an important part of
their cargo during their passages. Some
wWere \ilt'lllllu'-p;ll'l\ﬂd o pl'l nect ilgi‘ilﬂ.‘i]

Gail Christensen works in the
young people’s library

moisture and stored in every spare niche,
including the inch or two under the
floorboards and above the tanks.

They proved worth their extra weight
on the long ocean passages, when
Christensen said she mostly read, wrote,
or sewed (including 13 hours of hand
sewing a ripped sail at one point).

While the books had lessons to teach,
so did the real life adventure of the
lengthy cruise. For one thing,
Chnistensen said, long hours in a small
space, sometimes facing “good storms,”
teach you to know yoursell and learn you
are stronger than you may believe.
Confidence and competence increase one
step at a time.

Geﬂing to know_ you

Board member Don Harrington celebrates Halloween in the library.
Harrington is treasurer of the non-profit corporation managed by
the Bainbridge Public Library Board.

of fabrics,
ribbons, buttons,
and sewing services
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285 Winslow Way E. 842-2261 queenmary@aol.com

|18 28
W g

i \ N
| B N
’

»

NTHRE T TN = JIFTR TTR

Reference librarian Julie O’Neill instructs a student from Northwest
College of Art in use of the library computer system. Fourteen
students toured the library November 20 to get acquainted with

library resources.
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Library user

He’s been

By Barbara Winther

Dave Thompson started using the
school library in the first grade, and
within a few months, he became a library
volunteer in Wauwatosa (“Firefly™ in
Potawatamie Indian), Wisconsin,

“My involvement with the library
started,” Thompson said with reverence,
“because Miss Smith. bless her, the
school librarian, treated children as
grownups.”

Even though Thompson was only 6
years old, Nellie Smith showed him how
to organize library shelves, and allowed
him to do it. After all, he knew how to
read before entering Kindergarten.

By second grade. Thompson was
allowed to shelve returned books, as high
as he could reach.

In third grade, he was allowed o
stamp books. Thompson smiled in
remembrance. "l was supposed to do il
delicately, ‘like a butterfly alighting,”™ he
said.

When he was in fourth grade. the
librarian taught him about the card
catalog and showed him how 1o insert
cards for new books, including cross
reference cards.

When he reached fifth grade, the
librarian had so much confidence in his
work that when a book was taken out of
the collection, she allowed him to
remove the cross reference cards from

the card catalog — by ripping them out!

Thompson grew up, delved deeply
into computers, graduated from college,
and moved around a bit before going to
work in Washington D.C. on the space
shuttle program. In the US Virgin
Istands, he married Jan Breyer. his long-
time friend and fellow computer wizard.
The couple has two children, Kelly, now
17, and Elliott, 13,

Thompson first visited Bainbridge

Grandparenting 101 begins at the library

By Eleanor Wheeler
of the library staff

The Bamnbridge Public Library and
grandparents are a natural partnership,
The young people’s library, downstairs,
offers a comfortable and inviting place
for young people of all ages. If you are
lucky enough to have grandchildren
living nearby, you may be one of our
regular library grandparents.

If your grandchildren are only here
for occasional visits, the library can help
make their stays even more enjoyable.

Grandparents can be instrumental in
helping their grandchildren learn to love
the world of books. Grandmom and
Granddad may enjoy reading to their
grandchild from an early age. And a trip
to the library with a grandparent is a
wonderful excursion for a young person.

In today’s busy world, grandparents
may have more time than others in the
family, and what a great gift to use that

Dave Thompson

Island when he attended an
Earthstewards workshop in 1986. He
drove around, noted the green
landscapes, and was impressed with the
mountain views, the water, the nice
people he met, the friendliness of Town
& Country Market employees, and the
caution to stop for pedestrians. It
seemed to him that Bainbridge would be
a far better place to bring up two children
than a hectic, crowded city. He returmed
to the other Washington, convinced Jun
1o move, and sojourned across country in
a beat up van. Jan found a job al
Microsoft, and Dave became u
househusband,

This changed when Kelly's teacher
noted that Kelly's handwriting needed
some work, and implored Dave to find
some handwriting fonts so she could use
the computer to give Kelly extra help.
When he couldn’t find them, he made
them himself and gave them to her,

In 1994, the teacher urged. “All my
friends want these fonts. You should start
a company.” Educational Fontware, Inc,
was formed as a home-based business,
manufacturing and selling handwriting

time for an unhurried trip to the library.

It is fun to share with grandchildren
the books that were their parent’s
favorites! If Curious George, The Lirtle
House or The Wump World bring back
fond memories of reading to your child,
you will have an even better time sharing
them with your grandchild. And some of
your childhood favorites are still on our
shelves. Angus and the Ducks, Millions
of Cats and The Little Engine That Could
are among the classics that have been
reprinted over and over again, because
they still appeal to young people. Plus
there will be wonderful discoveries
waiting for you, as new books, and new
editions of old books, arrive every week.

Some grandparents come to the
library before the grandchildren visit so
they will have books on hand to welcome
the family. When you come in, the
young people’s staff will be happy to
help you make some great selections, In
addition to books, they can show you

fonts across the country.

Today, the company has 11 different
styles of handwriting and two fulltime
employees in addition to Dave and Jan,
now working at home also.

Teachers can finally integrate
handwriting practice into the other
curriculum units, Over 12,000
elementary schools nationwide are using
the fonts.

The Thompsons built their home on
Bainbridge 11 years ago. One of the first
things they did was to get library cards.
(Not Elliott, though, as he was still in
diapers, but he applied as soon as he
could write his name.)

Each member uses the Bainbridge
Library in a different way. Jan likes to
check out music CDs. Elliott uses the
reference materials, Internet, and video
section. While Kelly now mainly reads
mysteries and science fiction, in fourth
grade she read the entire Newbery series
(72 books). with the assistance of the
Bainbridge librarians and inter-library
loan. As for Dave, he has over 200
library sale books “waiting to be read.”
even though he reads two to three hours
per day. His main current use of the
library is to check out videos.

Thompson continues (o volunteer at
the library

With an easy smile and a nod of his
head, he explains why. “When you give
a child responsibility through working in
a library, actually meaningfully
contributing to its operation, this often
establishes a long-lasting bond with the
library system. To say nothing of
improving orgamzational skill.”

And how does he help out these
days”? He has served as the production
manager for the Library News and is a
new member of the library’s board of
directors.

CDROMs (computer games or
interactive learning programs), recorded
books, magazines, and music on either a
CD or a tape.

For the smallest children, you may
prefer to choose some board books,
They are almost indestructible and the
themes are chosen to appeal to the
youngest of the younger generation, You
may also pick up a magazine or two for
the visiting adults. We have a great
selection! (See stories on Page 11.)

One of the major changes in the
world has been the Internet. Many
grandparents stay in touch with their
family through e-mail, or check on
family web pages that have current
pictures and family news.

For grandparents (and others who do
not have their own Internet connection),
the library has free accounts that can be
used from home or from the library. We
even offer wtoring! Check at the
reference desk upstairs 1o schedule a slot,

a volunteer since first grade

Kelly, Jan, Dave, and Elliott

Humor is very important to the whole
Thompson fumily. When Dave attended
his first library board meeting in
December, after having been elected in
absentia, he was dressed in his full clown
outfit, including frizzy red wig, orange
jacket, purple pantaloons, and rubber
chickens.

“Now, don’t you wish you had
conducted interviews before the
election?” he quipped 1o the stunned
hoard. who burst into laughter.

The entire family went on a clowning
trip to Russia this year with 30 other
clowns, to entertain in orphanages,
nursing homes, and hospitals.

“We wanted to bring joy into the
lives of people who could use some.

And we did. You've got to get out and
help others,” he said,

or come to Senior Tuesday. from 9am 1o
10am) where help is available.

Do you need ideas for things to make
for the grandchildren? We have a library
full of ideas. One of my favorites is
Carolann Palmer’s Quilts for Kids, which
is in the adult non-fiction section.
Whether you are looking for knitting
patterns, directions on making a bird
house, or a refresher book on origami,
the library can help.

Briefly

VISUALLY IMPAIRED
persons who want help with the new
equipment in the library’s special
VIP room are urged to inquire of any
staff person. Help 1s available:
calling in advance is suggested.
Phone 842-4162 for information.

* Bakery & Cafe
* Seafood & Meats
o Wines & More

Outside Seating. Floral Pavilion,

Freshness, Full Service Deli, Organics

343 Winslow Way East -
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Espresso, Friendly Service. Quality Foods,

Town & Country Market

(206) 8B42-3848

Page 10

Distinctive gifts and designs
for the home

(206) 842-3593
In Winslow Mall

Serving Bainbridge Island for 29 years
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PATCH

Just one cent per household will carry
your Library News advertising message
all over Bainbridge Island. Curious?
Give us a call at 842-2865 or 842-4162.




The collection is growning

Library now stocks over 150 magazines

by Susan Bottles

Looking for a low-cost dude ranch?
How about a perfect gift for that special
martial artist in your life? Perhaps you'd
be grateful for a test to tell whether your
pooch really is psychic.

Or, on the more serious side, how
should a budding genealogist deal with
boundary changes in Eastern Europe?
What's the latest on how vigorous
exertion may trigger sudden death from
cardiac causes? What are the
implicatioas of the looming worldwide
fresh water shortage?

The auswers to these and hundeeds of
other questions awar your discovery
inside the.covers of recent additions to
the 150-plus smagazines now on the racks
of the Bainbridge Public Library. (Try
Avrthur Frommer's Budget Travel, Black
Beli, Dog ¥ ancy, Gepralogical Helper,
New England Jotwnal of Medicine, and
Civilizavion Yor these specific topics.)

. The scope'of the library’s serials
collection is vast, although all
subscriptions are meant for the
general interest readder. The current
edition of every magawine may be read

“only in the library — combortable

For a dime or two,

The growing periodical collection in
the library’s main-floor reading room
attracts many readers during the library's
regular hours.

From the time the building opens
until closing, readers thumb through the
latest newspapers, read about
mvestments, and bone up on their
hobbies and interests, The brightly-lit
reading area, donated by Friends of the
Library, is furnished with comfortable
armchairs and work tables.

But for the library user who would
rather take home old magazines to keep
and clip, there's another source of
periodicals, Just inside the main entrance
is the magazine recycling center,
maintained by library volunteers.

For a dime or two each (honor
system, no cashier) visitors are invited to
skim through and take home previously-
owned magazines. And the thrifty
shopper will find an astonishing variety

chairs are nearby — but all back
copies circulate. (Lift the tilt shelf to
find the older issues.)

The collection is in a state of constant
flux, as well as steady expansion. Thanks
to the computer checkout system, Kitsap
Regional Library is able to send our
branch an annual report detailing the
circulation history of each title, meaning
those seldom used may be dropped.
“However, last year every magazine was
checked out often enough for us to renew
it,” said serial specialist Paulette
Rhoades.

Library patrons often make welcome
suggestions for new titles. Rhoades
suggested bringing in a copy of the
magazine 1o help librarians evaluate it.

Eight of the library subscriptions
are gifts from Bainbridge residents,
and another 27 are gifts from the
Friends of the Library M

The following subscriptions are
recent additions to the men&ge
collection:

The Advocate — the Gays and
Lesbian Newsmagazine: a broad review
of the ants and current events from a
homesexual perspective.

of titles to choose from.

“I think this provides an interesting
portrait of our Island and the fascinating
people who live here,” said branch
manager Cindy Harrison, sorting through
some recent acquisitions,

Some of the titles included Northern
Pilot, "“a magazine for aviation
enthusiasts™; Civilization, the magazine
of the Library of Congress: Wired: Spin;
Discover (the world of science); Pasta
Press, the magazine for connoisseurs of
tine pasta; Popular Mechanics; Working
Mother. And then there were Workbench,
“the do-it-yourself magazine™; Gray'’s
Sporting Journal, The Fly Fishing
and Dance Magazine.

That’s just the beginning, of course.
Travel magazines come and go. So do
professional publications on hair styling,
small business management, and other

Book:

topics. The collection changes constantly,

The volunteers who staff the racks

American Rhododendron Societv: the
journal of this specialist gardening
eroup.

Arthur Frommer's Budget Travel: an
outgrowth of the popular travel guides
series, bills itself as about “vacations for
real people.™

Birds and Blooms: a dual interest
publication with an emphasis on hands-
on, backyard participation.

Black Belr: subtitled “the world’s
leading magazine of self defense.”

Cat Fancy: covers all aspects of “cat
care for the respemsible owner.”

Civilization: a publication of the
Library of Congress, wide-ranging
topics, generally sober.

Computer Gaming World: previews
and reviews and “inside” commentary.

Country Living: lifestyle coverage of
cooking, decorating,entertaining and
such, with a couptry flare.

Dog Fancy, #he canine eguivalent of

Cat Fancy.
Genudagi(pl Helper: a jam-packed
compendivim of hands-on, how-to tips.
Foreign Affairs: scholarly amticles
with a “broad hospitality to divergent
ideas” in all areas of international

work quietly and anonymously behind
the scenes, but their efforts produce big
benefits for many readers — and big

relations,

Herb Companion: how to grow and
utilize “the useful plants.”

Interview: youth-oriented what's-hot,
what’s-not look at personalities in
fashion, popular entertainment.

Maode: covers the youthful “new
shape in fashion™ and beauty.

New England Journal of Medicine:
the ultimate source of many, if not most,
of those newspaper and TV current
medical news reports. (This js a gift from
a Bainbridge resident.)

New York Review of Boaks: bedrock
intellectual forum for discussion of ideas
arising from reviews of latest Hooks.

Science: a publication ef the

© American Association for the

Advancement of Science, mixture of
‘acCessitile news, book reviews and more
“echnical research articles. (This was also

agifi.) '
Smart Compuiing in Plain E-gIrsh

A ; seeks 1o bring computing opics 4o the
+ mop-nerds.

‘ Ziff Davis Smart Business for the
New Economy: now feund on the far-
right, bottom shel, this is the new title
for the old, popular PC Computing.

you too can add to your own periodical collection

bucks for the library. Those dimes add
up, and all of it goes to maintain the
library.

* Direct TV

Maddie Branson-Meyer visits the library
with her grandfather, Terry Branson. (See
grandparenting story on Page 10.)

ISLAND EI;ECTRONICS
RadioShack.

You've got questions. We've got answers.

* AirTouch Cellular

* Home Electronics

* 2 Way Family Radio

* Unique, exciting gizmos, gadgets & gifts

Mon - Fri 9-7 + Sat 9-5:30 = Sun 11-5
321 High School Rd, Suite D-7 *+ 206-842-6549

Bainbridge Photo Lab

Developing memories since 1985

* Color prints

* Slides

*B&W

* Enlargements

* Passport photos
* Digital services
* Reprints

= Copy work

842-9333

108 Madison Ave. N,

A full service imaging center WA

1721 132nd Ave NE,

ONTIAcion

C OM P AN Y

General Contractor Services

Exceeding our clients’ expectations in
an environment of trust and integrity.

Commercial * Multi-family
New * Renovation  Tenant Improvement
Bellevue,

s loense RAFN®

WA = 425-702-6600)

Creative, Contemporary Cuisine
at an affordable price

Keep us in mind for
your Lunch and Dinner plans
We're not only for special occasions
* %k The Seattle Post Intelligencer

2

and remember,

Reservations suggested
4738 Lynwood Center Rd.,
Bainbridge, WA
206.780.3473

NE

06117
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Library art

Sculptor Molly Greist shows Viking Collection

By Nan Wooldridge

The scotch tape crackles as Molly
Greist tears open the package that has
just arrived from Denmark.

“These are my new tools,” she tells
me, “point chisels for inscribing and
lettering.” Her blue eyes dance as her
fingers caress the fine blades. **You can
see the carbide steel set in there for
strength.”

She holds them out across her Kitchen
table where we sip hot, ginger-spiced
cranberry juice,

The best tools for stone carving come
from Bavaria and Denmark, Molly
learned when she spent time in Sweden
and Denmark last year with her 16-year-
old daughter. Anna.

“It was like a treasure hunt.” she
laughed.

Besides visiting old friends from
school days and having two exhibits of
her own, she met other stone sculptors
who gave her leads — to quarries, to a
one-of-a-Kind handwork school for
carving granite, and to a marvelous
place for special tools,

Like a little girl telling a secret,
Molly almost whispers, “They let me
20 in back of this factory, and there
were all these stone-carving tools. |
was like a child in a candy store.”

From this factory’s catalog, she
ordered the chisels she holds —
siblings to the ones used for carving
her “Viking Collection Ltd.”, an
exhibit inspired and influenced by a
form of ancient Viking/Celtic artwork
referred 10 as “knotwork.”™

Five Viking stones

Molly has carved five Viking
siones from Wilkeson Sandstone,
which was part of the original batch
used for pavers in the library’s Haiku
no Niwa Japanese Garden. The
sandstone fragment on which is carved
the prow and sword of a Viking long
ship sits, couched in black cloth, in the
center of the main room. Titled “Helle,”
this regal piece is named for a talented
Danish friend who recently passed away,
but ran an artist's co-op farm and gallery
where Molly worked and exhibited.
Molly thinks of her “like a ship on the
horizon — there, then gone, then there
again.”

Each stonework, placed as if rising
from the ground against the dark blue
wall in the meeting room, is named for a
Danish friend with the Viking Rune

alphabet’s inscription for that name on
the back. “Marie” runs an apple farm on
the Isle of Flyn, works from dawn till
dusk and still boils (koka) her laundry in
a great cauldron over an applewood fire.
Her daughter, “Rie”, was Molly's best
Iriend when she spent two years there in
the early 1970s. “Rune™ is Rie's 12-year-
old son. a musician who plays the
accordion on Danish radio. “lda”, called
‘Princessa’ by her father, is the 9-year-
old daughier of “Roll™ who has been like
i brother to Molly.

The designs reflect Molly’s “intrigue
and enchantment with the inherent
beauty™ of this ancient work. The
“knotwork” forms, also used in knitting,
embroidery, and lacework. offer *a kind

Molly Greist examines new tools

of meditation, an adventure in inner
exploration.”

The medium of sandstone is a
departure for Molly.

At the library, her indoor/outdoor
Comerstone, perhaps her best known
and most beloved piece (I can’t keep my
five-year-old grandson from lying on it),
is a glacial erratic, the Kind of granitic
fieldstone common in this area. Quite a
feat to execute. this work is a prime
example of art integrated with the

construction of a building. Found in the
present basement area and placed in its
new corner location, it was scored by
Molly, and glass was made (an inverted
cut) to fit over the stone. Rigging a tent
around herself to Keep dust from flying.
Molly carved the inside protrusion in the
middle of the night to avoid disturbing
the other workers,

Molly never dreamed of becoming an
artist. Although her mother was an art
teacher and a painter like her own
mother, and Molly’s father was a
geophysicist (she always had stones in
her pocket). Molly said she couldn’t
draw and thought herself *fairly
incompetent.”

But unexplainable things happen.
After the tragic loss
of their baby son,
Peter, in an
automobile accident
in 1989, Molly and
her husband, Steve,
devastated and
shatiered, found
themselves
gravitating to a large
boulder in a wooded
comner of their lot.
Here they would talk
and share their pain.
Molly started
digging around that
stone, She sad,
“Peter — Petra —
means Rock. The
stone came alive for
us. I was digging
down deep in myself
to find a
connection. . .to the
earth...to my
beginning...There
had to be a reason
why | was still here.
| knew the next step
was Lo start carving
stone.”

Her inspiration

Three months later, in September. she
was inspired by noted a stone sculptor,
James W, Washington Jr., who spoke at
the dedication of his “Twin Bear Cubs™
sculpture at Wilkes School. They met,
and later, in a fit of frustration over a
hedgehog she was working on, Molly
called Washington for advice.

“He said the best thing anyone ever
said to me: ‘I can’t tell yvou how to carve

Tigers are coming to the library in January

Tigers will roam the library this
winter.

From mid-January through March,
Sue Christiansen, Sally Robison, and
Cameron Snow will present their Ghost
Tiger project for readers, artists, families,
and children.

Inspired by a children’s book written
by Sally Robison, three friends decided
to illustrate the story with three
interpretations.

“This is a chance to collaborate with
other artists on a project,” said Snow,
“We discovered that the appeal to school
children validated the work.”

“We have had a grand time,” said
Robison. *It has been such an honor to
have two fine artists tackle my book and
raise the material to a level 1 could only
hope for.”

Christiansen’s concept was “fo
picture the story through the eves of the
child.”
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All three artists agree that the shared
inspiration benefited their work.,

The Ghost Tiger show opens January
15 in the library’s large public meeting
room and runs through March. An artists’
reception is scheduled for Sunday,
February 18, from 4 to 6. The artists will
present their work, elaborate on their
concept for the book, and answer
questions from the audience.
“This is an in-depth reading

experience,” said Cindy Harrison, branch
manager. “It’s also a family exhibition,”
said Robison.

Displays of resources from the library
collection and the Web, along with
mock-ups of the books, will be featured
at the reception.

February will bring other tiger
events, discussions with school children,
and tours of the exhibit with the artists,
Robison added.

The
Bainbridge
Island Arts
and
Humanities
Council has
provided
funding for
the two-and-
a-halt-month
exhibit,

Her Tiger was a bright horse, pastel drawing by Sally Robison

stone. It has to come from within.™

He sent her to the Bible. to Job 5:23:
“for you shall be in league with the
stones of the field, and the beasis of the
field shall be at peace with you,”

That same Christmas, Molly
suddenly got up from the dinner table,
announced that she must put something
on Peter’s rock. It was a star. Soon after,
a piece fell off the rock. She struggled
with it, feeling she had to break it open
somehow: then she started carving. A
French curve emerged. Continuing, she
saw it was a baby, an unborn baby. She
gave this piece 1o Virginia Mason
Hospital, where Peter was born.

A beautiful video, Grief Is More
Than Crving. the story of Molly's
emergence as a stone carver, is available
at the library.

Molly is often amazed at the
synchronicity that reigns as countless
images surface from her chisel that speak
to the viewer. She mostly carves “found’
stones. the “stones of the field.” She
says. "I love thinking about the journey
the stone has been on — how it got here,
where it came from, how it’s been tossed
and wrned, or how the glacier pushed
and rolled i.”

Memorial pieces

Memorial pieces now comprise much
of her work. She tries to glean as much
information about the memorialized
loved one as she can. As she works she
thinks about that person’s qualities, and
“often something about them comes
through me into the stone so that the
stone is truly for them.”

What started out being therapy
became Molly's vocation. She has
transformed her loss into a gift. Gifts for
herself as well as for others, her pieces
have brought solace and joy 1o many as
they speak to the heart.

Greist exhibit
to be followed
by Ghost Tiger

“Viking Collection Ltd.” is on exhibit
in the main library room and meeting
room through January 12. Ask for a key
to the meeting room at the desk. The
artist will add more fragments to the
collection in December. All work is for
sale, with 25% of sale price returned to
the library coffers. Prices range $200-
$600. Call Molly Greist, 842-8599, for
information.

“Ghost Tiger, Three Artists
Interpreting a Work of Fiction,” by Sally
Robison, Sue Christiansen, and Cameron
Snow, will be featured January 17-
March 31. Preview for librarians,
January 17. Reception for public,
February 18.

LIBRARY HOURS

Monday/Wednesday 10:00 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Tues/Thurs/FrifSat  10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 1:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

(See calendar on page 1 for closures:)

NEW WEBSITE ADDRESS
for Linknet Users

hitpz//www.krl.org

LIBRARY PHONE NUMBERS
Bainbridge Island Branch ............... 842.4162

Toll Free 1o Kitsap Regional Library
Dial-ln Computer Catalog .........
For Computer Suppon

and Other Deparntmenlis
or 1-360.405-9131

8420197

e 180-2102




